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6 REASONS SHOPIFY IS 
SURPRISINGLY POWERFUL
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Looking for the right eComm 
platform? 

Recent Shopify Plus updates may 
make it the best option for your 
eComm site. 

Even better than Demandware.
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Everyone is talking about Shopify it’s 
dead-simple to use, screaming fast, 

scalable, and flexible.

 As a technology-agnostic digital agency, we’ve worked with all kinds of 

eComm platforms: Magento, WooCommerce, Demandware, and hybris to 

name a few.

But we hesitated to recommend Shopify to some of our larger clients. Shopify 

lacked the  advanced features needed for large shops. Now with Shopify Plus, 

we’re seeing huge advantages to launching  on the Shopify platform —  even 

with our larger brands.

Shopify is the fastest growing eComm platform thanks to this recent 

accelerated trajectory. We’re seeing them churn out features faster than 

the other eComm platforms we work with. New features like Shopify Flow, 

Launchpad, and Shopify Scripts for example.
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1. TIME TO MARKET
One  big advantage a brand can have over competitors is 

a faster time to market. Brands that innovate quickly and 

consistently improve the buying experience for consumers. 

This gives the brand a competitive edge and leaves the 

competition struggling to keep pace.

Shopify has a much lower barrier to entry than other options, 

allowing faster innovation at a lower cost. Brands that 

previously built in-house legacy platforms are now moving 

to Shopify to take advantage of quicker feature upgrades, 

access to thousands of eComm apps and a huge developer 

ecosystem.
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2. FLEXIBILITY
Shopify puts the eComm platform in the hands of brand 

marketers rather than the IT department. Having this flexibility 

closes the gap between marketers and their audience and 

improves audience connection through unique storytelling. 

This flexibility also streamlines the process for A/B testing, 

conversion rate optimization, SEO and landing page creation.
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3. LOWER COST OF 
OWNERSHIP
Having a cloud eComm platform reduces total cost of 

ownership and sys-admin overhead for many brands. Rather 

than investing in internal server administration, staffing and 

processes, brands are finding huge cost and time savings with 

Shopify.
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4. FEATURES
Shopify and Shopify Plus are aggressively launching game-

changing features such as Flow, additional sales channels for 

integrating with Amazon and social channels, JavaScript SDKs 

and checkout scripts to extend core checkout features.

Shopify also has one of the most active community of 

designers and developers building custom integrations, 

themes and apps to extend the core functionality. If your brand 

is looking to run a promotion or special feature, there is likely 

already an app available in the Shopify App Store to do what 

you need to do.

One of the new features of Shopify Plus, is Shopify Checkout. 

Since so many retailers across the globe are built on Shopify 

(500,000+ and quickly growing), Shopify Checkout lets 

customers  take advantage of super-quick checkout by 

creating an account they use on any Shopify store without 

needing to re-enter their information.
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5. SCALABILITY
Hot startup brands like Kylie Cosmetics are turning to Shopify 

for the amazing scalability of the server. When Kylie Jenner 

posts her new products on Instagram to millions of followers, 

she doesn’t have to worry if the site is going to crash. Shopify 

has scalability dialed to perfection. They have screaming fast 

servers and an architecture that will make sure large volumes 

of traffic will be handled flawlessly.
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6. ECOMM 
AUTOMATION
Shopify is a pioneer in eComm automation. With three 

recently launched products, Shopify offers custom automated 

workflows, automated promotions like flash sales, product 

releases, and custom checkout options. If you’re interested in 

digging deeper into these features, the products are Shopify 

Flow, Launchpad, and Shopify Scripts.
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WHAT’S THE DOWNSIDE 
TO SHOPIFY PLUS?

Shopify Plus clearly has a lot to offer, but there are also some key limitations to consider when deciding if it’s 

the right choice for you. If any of the following are true for you, think carefully before selecting Shopify.

Multi-store management – Shopify was initially built for smaller mom-and-

pop brands, so managing multiple store-fronts is more difficult with Shopify 

and requires additional platforms. There are ways to make this happen with an 

ERP integration.

CMS Management  – Shopify is an eComm platform first, so content 

management isn’t a strength. This has been improved greatly in the last two 

years with their new Sections feature that makes managing pages / posts 

much more feasible. That said, it still wouldn’t compare to something like 

WordPress for content management.

Complex product catalogs / product attributes  – Shopify was built for 

simple product catalogs, so having complex product attributes is limited with 

Shopify. Typically brands will use a 3rd party product attribute app to replicate 

functionality of something like Magento.
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To sum it up, Shopify Plus is faster 
to market, has lower cost of 

ownership, increased flexibility, 
and improved scalability for small, 

medium and large brands.

Want to see some top-notch 
examples of brands using Shopify?
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FJALLRAVEN
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OUAI
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OWLET
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BRUNTON
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THANK YOU
Have a Shopify question or want help with your 

eComm site build? Give us a call at 303-664-1687 

or email us at info@voltagead.com.


